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Project Statement

"Air Port" is a solo project | did in Forum Art Museum (Dongguan) back in 2017.
During the time, | used found materials to transform an underground exhibition

hall that served as a utility room into an “international airport™ in an inactive state.
Regardless of the context of artist residency and the working method of adopting
ready-made objects, this project also intends to capture the cultural psychology of the
second and third tier cities of China that has been accustomed to stucking in history.
The questionable "opening” and “"construction™ are not limited to the manufacturing
areas on both shores of the Pearl River estuary, but also because of the solidified
geographical factors and contemporary China’s role in the global economic division of
labor. It may contains a broader sense of situation in terms of geographic scope.

After the Covid-19 pandemic has gradually become the common experience of

the world, even the most important international travel transit destinations in the
world are facing tight entry and exit policies and drastically reduced international
traffic flow. For quite some time, silent cities and vacant international airports have
become the most prominent representation of the global pandemic. This unexpected
comparability was discovered by the curator Danielle Shang, and this is how the

“Air Port” project had its second show in Shanghai. Taking into account the huge
changes in the exhibition space and local context, during the reproduction, | reduced
the scale of the original "Air Port”, only exhibited half of the "components”, and made
necessary adjustments in their visual presentation. | don't intend to regard it as a new
project, only hope that the recurrence of it can connect with my personal experience
of history and refract this public event that will definitely affect the globalization
progress in a limited way.

- Liu Xinyi
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http://www.xinyiliu.net

